Secrets Of The Loon
Laura Purdie Salas and Chuck Dayton
Vivid depictions in words and photos illuminate the mysterious world
of loons, viewed through the lens of a chick learning how to survive—
and thrive—in her first year.
Below white pines, at water’s edge,
in guarded nest of mud and sedge,
squeezed inside an olive egg,
bill meets wing meets folded leg.
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With these few words, the scene is set for the hatching of Moon Loon. During her first
summer with her parents and brother in the northland, Moon Loon has a lot to learn.
Mom and Dad teach essential lessons, like how to catch and eat fish, how to avoid
becoming a snack for snapping turtles, and what songs to sing and when. Moon Loon
also discovers her secret skills, like how to float, how to dive, and— eventually—how to fly.

Laura Purdie Salas’s poetic recounting of a loon’s adventurous first summer celebrates the piney northern landscape and features
the gradual development and occasional drama that fills Moon Loon’s days. Supplementary back matter by Chuck Dayton highlights
fascinating details of loon biology and ecology, gleaned from expert sources as well as observation. Dayton spent five summers
photographing loons from his kayak on a northern Minnesota lake, capturing key moments in the lives of these iconic birds.
Combining imaginative language and striking photography, Secrets of the Loon introduces readers to the sights, sounds, and
survival strategies of Minnesota’s state bird.
Laura Purdie Salas has written more than 130 books for kids, including Animal Babies and Their Families; Water Can Be . . . ;
and Snowman – Cold = Puddle: Spring Equations.
As an environmental lawyer, Chuck Dayton protected the landscapes and animals he now observes, camera in hand.
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This book and many more titles are available
at our Minnesota History Center museum store
at 345 W. Kellogg Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55102 and
at shop.mnhs.org. MNHS members save 10%
on shop merchandise. For more information on
becoming a member, visit mnhs.org/members.

MNHS Press titles are available direct
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Contact us for discount schedule and terms
(800-647-7827 or info-mhspress@mnhs.org).
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Costs of shipping will be applied to your
order. Most items are shipped the next
business day via UPS or USPS. If you have
any questions or concerns about our shipping
policy or your shipment, please call our
toll-free number, 866-664-4786, or email
us at historycenterstores@mnhs.org.
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