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NERVOUS ABOUT GOING BACK TO SCHOOL THIS FALL? 

You’re not the only one! 
 

MPLS./ST. PAUL, MN, July 8, 2020 – What will 
school be like? This year, we have more questions 

than ever before. Lots of kids, parents, and 
educators are feeling anxious, and so is Clover Kitty. 

 
Clover Kitty Goes to Kittygarten features Clover, 

who is extra sensitive to sensory stimuli. When she 
arrives at kittygarten, she’s overwhelmed by the 

gong (a storytime bell), the spotlights (classroom 
lights), and “a squealing tornado of fangs and fur” 

(kitties at recess). It’s a cat-astrophe! Clover throws 
a hissy-fit, but she eventually learns to navigate 

kittygarten on her own terms, with the help of her 
survival kit and her new kind, calm friend. 

 
 
“Young readers will identify with Clover’s feelings about starting school or any new 

adventure…The watercolor illustrations have soft, inviting colors. A perfect story to 

share at the beginning of the school year.” —School Library Journal 
 

“Salas shapes a read-aloud that will spark conversation with first-timers who are 
sensitive to stimulus, while Nakata humorously conveys the resolute feline’s 

emotions in expressive watercolor images.” —Publishers Weekly 
 

 
Minnesota children’s author Laura Purdie Salas is a little bit like Clover Kitty. 

Although she has never worn a knight’s helmet in a crowded room, she wouldn’t 
mind donning one for the Minnesota State Fair!  
 

Salas is the author of many other books for 
kids, including Lion of the Sky, Snowman-

Cold=Puddle, and Water Can Be…. Her 
books have been named Minnesota Book 

Award winners, NCTE Notable Books, Bank 
Street Best Books, starred books, and more.    

 
You can learn more at laurasalas.com 
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